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Friends of La Jolla Elementary, Inc.

Dear Parents,

As we swap out flip flops for sneakers and beach totes for backpacks and prepare for the start of another exciting 
school year, we are reminded that few things are as important as our children’s education.

As you know, La Jolla Elementary School (LJES) is a public school funded by our Federal, State, and local 
governments.  However, these public funds are not sufficient to achieve our goals of (1) reducing class sizes, (2) 
providing enrichment programs such as art, music, Spanish, technology, performing arts, and yoga, (3) enhancing 
curriculum with technology, and (4) beautifying our campus.  In fact, California currently ranks 46th out of the 50 
states and Washington, DC in per student funding.  Cutbacks have led California to a “crisis” in education with state 
funds providing only $8,694 per student versus a national average of $12,156 per student.  In other words, nearly 
$3,500 per student is needed just to meet the national average.  Additionally, San Diego Unified School District is 
facing a $124 million budget deficit and thus announced the elimination of hundreds of teachers, counselors, health 
clinicians, and librarians last spring.  LJES has not been immune to these additional cutbacks.  Fortunately, our 
school foundation, commonly referred to as “Friends,” may be able to minimize the impact of these cutbacks in 
order to help maintain the excellence of our school.  

Each August, Friends launches an Annual Giving Campaign to raise funds to bridge the gap between public funding 
and the resources needed to provide the programs which our children have come to know and love.  Now more than 
ever, it is critical that each LJES family support our campaign.  Last year, Friends provided the following benefits to 
each and every LJES student:

• Two additional full-time classroom teachers to reduce class sizes
• Three instructional support teachers to work with students in small groups
• Enrichment programs:  staffing and materials for music, art, technology, and dance/theater/yoga rotation
• Weekly Spanish program in classrooms for K-5
• Robotics units in classrooms for grades 3-5
• Everyday Mathematics curriculum
• Lunch and recess supervisory staff, including Playground Partners
• Technology enhancements
• Campus improvements
• Classroom supplies of $1,250 per teacher
• Health technician to provide daily coverage

Due to the success of our fundraising efforts last year, not only can we continue to provide these wonderful benefits 
and programs, but we are also able to expand the Robotics science unit to K-2!

Friends’ goal is to continue to provide all of these programs each year, which is no small task.  Last year, the benefits 
provided by Friends cost $1,200 per LJES student.  To pay for these programs, Friends has three major fundraising 
efforts:  (1) the Annual Giving Campaign, (2), the Open Aire Market, and (3) the Spring Gala.  All three fundraisers must 
be successful to fund the benefits provided by Friends.  Friends has determined that $550 per child must be raised 
through the Annual Giving Campaign to continue these programs.  Therefore, we ask for 100% participation by all 
LJES families regardless of donation size.

In closing, we recognize that there are many ways parents can and do give to LJES, and this is what makes our 
school so remarkable and special.  Please know that no contribution is too small.  Each and every dollar counts.  
Together, with 100% participation, we can sustain our extraordinary public school and community – so please give 
what you can and consider making a donation that is meaningful to you.

Sincerely,

Jenny Hochberg and Aimie Takata
Annual Giving Co-Chairs

P.S. Donors who have contributed or pledged $1,000 or more by Friday, October 27, 2017 will be invited to an 
Annual Giving Campaign Celebration to be held on Friday, November 3, 2017.

AGC
Annual Giving Campaign


