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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
By Donna S. Tripi, Principal

Dear Parents,

Technology is a focus of the Common Core 
State Standards across curricular areas. In 
the introduction to the standards it is stated 
that students should “use technology and 
digital media strategically and capably. 
Students employ technology thoughtfully to 
enhance their reading, writing, speak¬ing, 
listening, and language use. They tailor their 
searches online to acquire useful information 
efficiently, and they integrate what they learn 
through technology with what they learn 
offline. They are familiar with the strengths 
and limitations of various technological tools 
and media and can select and use those 
best suited to their communication goals.”

While this is a goal that we have for 
students by the end of their time in public 
education (K-12), the foundational skills 
necessary for students to achieve these 
standards happens at the elementary 
level. There is a lot of teaching and 
learning embedded in these statements.

To begin with, students need to understand 
how to interact with and be a good citizen of 
the digital world. Our Technology Committee, 
comprised of a teacher from each grade 
level, and our Technology Director/Teacher, 
Sigurd Kallhovde (Mr. K), chose lessons 
from Common Sense Media on digital 
citizenship to teach our students. Classroom 
teachers and Mr. K teach digital citizenship 
lessons at the beginning of the school year 

and sprinkle them throughout the year as 
needed. Parents may access this website 
as well if they would like further assistance 
or choose to delve into any of the topics 
more fully with their children at home. 
Additionally, we have decided to present 
internet safety to students in grades 4 and 
5 twice in the year. Jon Moffat, internet 
safety consultant, presented to students 
and parents on November 1. We will have 
an additional presentation in the spring.

Day to day, technology is integrated fully into 
the curriculum very authentically. One of the 
essential areas to embed technology is in 
research. The grade level standards require 
students to gather information from multiple 
print and digital sources. Students are taught 
how to access relevant and reliable digital 
sources and to integrate the information with 
what they have learned in books and articles. 
In addition to websites, students use online 
media resources like film clips, speeches, 
news stories, etc. They use technology to 
take notes and to store their research.

Another example of the use of technology 
is in presentation. Students are taught to 
enhance their presentation of information 
with technology. This does not mean the 
standard PowerPoint.  Students have the 
opportunity to create slide shows, videos, 
and presentations of their own creation 
that help them illustrate and present their 
work. They need to be thoughtful about 
their selections, ensuring that pictures, 
videos, etc. enhance their presentations 
by adding information, examples, etc. that 
illustrate their point(s). They also need to 

consider their purpose and audience.

Students use technology daily in their 
writing. They generally do a thinking map 
to organize their ideas and then draft and 
revise their writing on their laptops. It is 
so much more efficient and palatable to 
students to edit well when they are not 
having to “copy over” their narratives.

The Smarter Balanced Assessments that the 
students in grades 3-5 take at the end of the 
school year require that students are adept 
at working with technology. They will be 
manipulating multiple screens, highlighting 
texts, typing responses, using drop down 
responses, and listening to text.  We are 
giving them practice with all of these skills 
as we make them an authentic part of 
their day to day tasks in the classroom.

Additionally, in order for students to 
competently use technology, they need 
to have access to technology throughout 
the school day in their classrooms. To that 
end, the district has provided a one-to-one 
ratio of laptops to students in grades 3-5, 
and our foundation purchased the same 
laptops in order for our second graders to 
have a one-to-one ratio. In Kindergarten 
and first grade our students are using a 
combination of iPads and older laptops 
in literacy and math rotations. The district 
will be providing additional technology in 
these grades at the end of the school year.

 

Donna S. Tripi, Principal

DECEMBER
18-31 Winter Holiday

JANUARY 
1-2 Winter Holiday
19 Family Movie Night 
22-26 Family Literacy Week

IMPORTANT
DATES
U P C O M I N G
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Dear Parents,

I see people at standing desks working 
diligently on a project.  I see people 
sitting on cushions at their low tables 
doing work with partners.  I see people 
sitting in small rocking chairs on the rug 
while participating in a rich conversa-
tion about books. I see people all over 
the room finding the setting they need 
to work optimally.  Is it Starbucks?  Is it 
a Google office?  No, it’s the classrooms 
at La Jolla Elementary School!

I am indeed proud of the work we have 
done to change our classroom environ-
ments for our students.  The teachers 
all took on what is known as “flexible 
seating” and made some changes to 
their rooms at the start of the school 
year.  In designing their learning en-
vironments, teachers tried to think of 
what their students would need in dif-
ferent learning situations throughout 
the day – teacher directed instruction 
(typically done with students on the 
rug), partner work, small group collab-
orative work, and individual study and 
reflection.  They chose an assortment 
of seating and tools:  bean bag chairs, 
rockers, standing desks, wobble cush-
ions, lap desks, and couches.

Some of you see the need for flexible 
seating right away.  Parents have said to 
me, “if only I had this opportunity when 

I was a kid.  I would have been even 
more successful and enjoyed school 
more.”  The research is clear – tradition-
al desks don’t work for some students.  
We know that students are able to en-
gage more fully in lessons and use their 
time for independent work more effec-
tively if they are comfortable in their 
seating choices.  However, for those 
who still enjoy having a desk, that op-
tion is still and always will be available.  

The research certainly compelled us to 
make the change.  The first reason is, 
of course, the physical well being of 
our students.  Students have a devel-
opmental need for movement.  It keeps 
their brains and bodies active and en-
gaged.  Moreover, sitting for long pe-
riods has health consequences – heart 
disease, diabetes, brain health (possible 
impairment in learning and memory).  
The new seating also facilitates col-
laboration.  Students are learning how 
to work together and the new physical 
space supports this work. One of the 
biggest reasons to make the change is 
student ownership of their room, and 
motivation to do their work.  When stu-
dents have choice, they are more mo-
tivated.  Additionally, after trying all of 
the available seating, students begin to 
understand what they need as learners.  
This is a life skill that they will take with 
them to their next level of education 
and work settings.  

Student response has been very posi-
tive.  They enjoy their new choices and 
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are being responsible in the space.  Our 
classrooms are truly scholarly environ-
ments were students enjoy working 
with each other to learn well.

None of this would have been possible 
without the generous donations of par-
ents as we “funded a need” at last year’s 
gala.  These donations enabled us to 
touch every classroom in some way.  
As teachers see what’s working for their 
students, see what other teachers  have 
employed, and think about the needs of 
their current students, they can add to 
what is currently in place through the 
year and in future years.  Your support 
of our foundation, Friends of LJES, Inc., 
will continue to fund this need.

      Principal Tripi
Donna S. Tripi, Principal

IMPORTANT
UPCOMING DATES
OCTOBER 
6-7 La Jolla Art & Wine 
  Festival (10am - 6pm)
12-22 Family Math Week
19  Family Wellness Night
21  Harvest Festival at Open 
  Aire Market
31  Halloween Parade

NOVEMBER 
2  Annual Giving Campaign 
  Cocktail Party
9-16 Conference Week
  (Dismissal at 12:20pm)
12  Veterans Day Holiday
  (No School)
19-23 Thanksgiving Holiday
  (No School)



Have you seen all of the front office updates? Thank you to one of our very own parents Alicia 
Calhoon, architect and interior designer, for coordinating all of the updates and design changes 
and generously donating her time. The LJES PTO funded the material cost of the remodel which 
included the following:

• New countertops in the teacher workroom
• Updated paint in the front office, Principal’s office, work room, supply room and health office
• Improved storage and organization
• Whale tail hooks

Future plans include updating the 
chairs in the waiting area of the front 
office and in the Principal’s office. Su-
sie Payne notes that “improving the 
first look for people who walk in, tells 
them that we care about the impres-
sion we are giving the public.” Thank 
you to all LJES PTO supporters!

Thank you to all the volunteers who 
gave up a summer Saturday morning 
to get our class gardens ready for the 
school year.  We’re all looking for-
ward to learning and eating from the 
wonderful harvests to come.  Special 
shout out to Jen Foss, our Garden 
Committee Chair!
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FRONT OFFICE UPDATES

GARDEN POWER

 

Third grader Jake Weiss spent this past weekend in Austin, Texas, representing the west coast at the Little Mo Nation-
als Tennis Tournament.  He placed eighth in the country overall, a very strong finish for the 8-year old player. To get 
there, Jake competed in the local Little Mo Sectionals Tournament where he finished in the top eight players to advance 
to the regionals, which were held over Labor Day weekend in Berkeley.  He competed against players from Washington, 
Oregon, Arizona and California to place in the top four to qualify for Nationals.  

Jake started playing tennis at the age of 2 and says playing tennis has been as important to him as breathing air.  “When 
I haven’t been on the tennis court for too long, it’s like finally, I feel like I suffocate during the time and can’t wait to get 
back onto the court because I feel like I can breathe again,” Jake 
said.  This young athlete trains for several hours each day, both 
before and after school and has a special affinity for clay courts.  
“It’s really fun because if someone hits a shot, you can really run 
and try to get on the ball and slide on a clay court, which you 
cannot do on a hard court,“ he said. 

He has his sights set high. “My goal is to be a professional tennis 
player, because I want to play the best players like Rafael Nadal 
and Roger Federer.  Those guys are an inspiration to me.”  Con-
gratulations Jake on your amazing accomplishment and we all 
look forward to hearing more news about your tennis career!  

YOUNG TENNIS STAR GOES TO AUSTIN

Hospitality Committee Chairs Ali Holton and Chesi Schroeder organized another wonderful Kindergarten BBQ just before the 
start to the school year to welcome all our Kindergarten families. Years later, many of us fondly remember this night as the very 
beginning of lifetime friendships that form within the LJES community. Judging by the adorable smiles on our youngest stu-
dents, it’s going to be a fabulous year!

There are many styles for all members of the 
family. Place your order today before we sell 
out. Inventory is limited. Visit the website be-
low and click on the Logo Wear tab.
www.ljespto.3dcartstores.com

KINDERGARTEN BBQ

SHOW YOUR LJES
SPIRIT WITH LOGO 
WEAR!
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Go to http://friendsofljes.org/pto-store to make your contribution.
Questions: jill_ostrom@ yahoo.com

Help fill our kids’ buckets... Support the PTO!

Memories

Talent Show

Family Picnic

Family Dance

Family Movie Night

Art Show Science Night

Amigos Fiesta

Run Club

Book Fair

$35 
per family
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The Scholastic Book Fair is coming!

WHEN
Friday, November 9 through
Friday, November 16, 2018

WHERE
La Jolla Elementary School Library

Be on the lookout for our hidden 
gnome around the campus before 
the fair.  He will arrive at the book 
fair for our grand opening, and he 
will continue to find a new hideout 

each day at the fair!

SAVE THE DATE!

The library bulletin board, located outside and just around the corner from 
Ms. Sullivan’s classroom, is a fun place to discover what’s happening in your 
school library.  If you’ve been by the board recently, you may have noticed 
colorful letters spelling out “PRINCIPAL’S PICK.”  Look next to those words 
and you’ll see a picture of a book.

Wondering what all of this means?  The Principal’s Pick is another way LJES 
students and families can explore the world of reading.  Throughout the 
school year, Ms. Tripi – a true bibliophile – will share some of her favorite 
books.  You can find out what the Principal’s Pick is by looking on the library 
bulletin board or asking for it in the school library.

If you’re in or were in first grade at LJES, you’re probably familiar with the current Principal’s Pick: “A Fine, Fine School,” writ-
ten by Sharon Creech and illustrated by Harry Bliss.  That’s because every year, when school starts in the fall, Ms. Tripi reads 
this book to the first-grade students as part of her back-to-school tradition of reading aloud to each and every class.  It usually 
takes about a week to get to all 24 of the classrooms, but she loves every minute of it!  As Ms. Tripi says, these visits give her the 
chance to meet new students and see all the classrooms “forming their new learning communities.”

For those who haven’t had a chance to hear “A Fine, Fine School,” the 
story is about a principal who, like Ms. Tripi, loves his school sooooo 
much he wishes he had more school days.  He strolls the school as she 
does, saying, “Isn’t this a fine, fine school, with fine, fine children and 
fine, fine teachers!”  But he goes a bit too far, telling the students that 
his plan for more school will include Saturdays, Sundays, holidays, and 
summer, “every single day.”  When the first graders hear these lines, 
they squeal in protest, “No, no.  Don’t do that Ms. Tripi!”  It all turns out 
“fine” in the end.  As Ms. Tripi explains, through the book she learns that 
everyone needs a break so they can be rested and refreshed and in a 
great place for learning!

Here is Ms. Tripi, holding the current Principal’s Pick.  If you need more 
great ideas about what to read, check out the display in the bookcase 
outside her office, behind Ms. Lisa’s desk.

LIBRARY BULLETIN BOARD

Families, friends, students and teachers all gathered to enjoy a lovely evening together on the upper field. This year’s picnic fea-
tured mexican food by Belinda’s Cocina as well burgers, hot dogs and baked goods from the 5th Grade Promotion Committee. 
Students danced to their favorite DJ with glow sticks flickering well into the night while parents caught up with old friends and 
made new ones.

Heartfelt thanks go out to Family Picnic chairs, Alisa Morrow and Mele Leaverton for organizing a wonderful evening and start-
ing off the 2018-2019 school year with great memories.

BACK TO SCHOOL FAMILY PICNIC
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Why Should You Donate To Our
Annual Giving Campaign?

The State of California ranks 
43rd out of 50 in per student funding.

Over $3,000 per student is needed to 
meet the national average.

Friends closes this gap by providing 
$1,300 of educational value to every 
single LJES student.$ 

Pe
r 

St
ud

en
t F

un
di

ng

U.S. CA

$12,526

$9,417
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DONATE TODAY.  A PUBLIC EDUCATION IS FREE.  AN ENRICHED EDUCATION IS NOT.
Our suggested donation is $550 per child. 100% participation is our goal.

Questions? Contact Molly Gutierrez at mollymcdowell@yahoo.com.

Donations can be made at www.friendsofljes.org/annual-giving-campaign/.

Donors who have contributed or pledged $1,000 or more by Friday, October 26, 2018 will be invited to an 
Annual Giving Campaign Cocktail Celebration to be held on Friday, November 2, 2018. 

AGC
Annual Giving Campaign

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS

H A R V E S T
F E S T I VA L

F R E E  G A M E S ,  M U S I C ,  P R I Z E S  &  M O R E

L A J O L L A M A R K E T. C O M

C O R N E R  O F  G I R A R D  A V E .  &  G E N T E R  S T .

S U N D A Y ,  O C T O B E R  2 1 S T  |  1 0 A M - 1 P M

Friends provides funding for enrichment programs that enhance our children's overall educational experience. During enrichment 
rotations this year, all students will let their artistic juices flow with Ms. Devine, create beautiful music with Ms. Julie, and master 
all things tech with Mr. K. In addition, Ms. Jerraca Betancourt and Ms. Brynn Fillers will return for dance and theatre rotations, 
respectively. With extended weeks for dance and theatre, we are excited that our students will get more exposure to performing 
arts this year. Sing 'N Speak Spanish returns for more Spanish fun for all grades. New this year, our TK through 2nd grade 
students will have two Spanish classes per week so they can build a strong foundation before entering the upper grades. Our 
children benefit from these wonderful enrichment programs because of your support of Friends’ fundraising efforts. Thank you!

Please join us on Sunday, October 21st for our Harvest Festival. This 
free family event includes a performance from Ms. Julie's Choir, arts & 
crafts, and games on the field. This year's festival is particularly special 
because it coincides with our 20th year celebration of the market. We 
hope your family can come celebrate with us! As always, proceeds 
from the market support and enrich the education of our children at 
LJES. We hope you make the market part of your Sunday routine. Visit 
us at www.lajollamarket.com for more information.
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WHAT'S NEW WITH ENRICHMENTS?

LA JOLLA OPEN AIRE MARKET
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR PEARL SPONSORS

www.piehlgroup.com
619-955-5295

858-900-2747  |  lanoi.com
6605 Nancy Ridge Drive, Suite A, San Diego, CA 92121

 
Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, member SIPC 

 
Michael J. O’Brien | Managing Director - Investments 

Marisa Clayton | Sr. Registered Client Associate 
 

 www.obrienwealth.net 
(800) 556-0015 / (858) 456-7729

888 Prospect St., Suite 301, La Jolla, CA 92037

La Jolla’s only pediatric dental office

875 Prospect Street, Suite 202, La Jolla
(858) 551-9700 | www.myseasidesmiles.com 

Coldwell Banker 
Global Luxury 

930 Prospect St. 
la jolla 

bre01239669/0194991 

KRISTIN SLAUGHTER 
C: 858.395.1359 

kristin@kristinslaughter.com 

JODI MURRAY 
jodi@jodi-murray.com 

C: 858.736.5617 Kristin & Jodi 
Your local real estate 
experts!  Representing 
buyers and sellers in 
La Jolla since 2000. 
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W W W. M A D E I N E A R T H U S . C O M

Tidings is a publication of the La Jolla Elementary PTO and Friends of La Jolla Elementary Inc, 501(c)(3) not-for-profit 
corporations. As such, content for emails will be at the sole discretion of the PTO and Friends. 

Interested in becoming one of our sponsors?  Please contact Katy Siddons at katysiddons@gmail.com.


