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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
By Donna S. Tripi, Principal

Dear Parents,

Technology is a focus of the Common Core 
State Standards across curricular areas. In 
the introduction to the standards it is stated 
that students should “use technology and 
digital media strategically and capably. 
Students employ technology thoughtfully to 
enhance their reading, writing, speak¬ing, 
listening, and language use. They tailor their 
searches online to acquire useful information 
efficiently, and they integrate what they learn 
through technology with what they learn 
offline. They are familiar with the strengths 
and limitations of various technological tools 
and media and can select and use those 
best suited to their communication goals.”

While this is a goal that we have for 
students by the end of their time in public 
education (K-12), the foundational skills 
necessary for students to achieve these 
standards happens at the elementary 
level. There is a lot of teaching and 
learning embedded in these statements.

To begin with, students need to understand 
how to interact with and be a good citizen of 
the digital world. Our Technology Committee, 
comprised of a teacher from each grade 
level, and our Technology Director/Teacher, 
Sigurd Kallhovde (Mr. K), chose lessons 
from Common Sense Media on digital 
citizenship to teach our students. Classroom 
teachers and Mr. K teach digital citizenship 
lessons at the beginning of the school year 

and sprinkle them throughout the year as 
needed. Parents may access this website 
as well if they would like further assistance 
or choose to delve into any of the topics 
more fully with their children at home. 
Additionally, we have decided to present 
internet safety to students in grades 4 and 
5 twice in the year. Jon Moffat, internet 
safety consultant, presented to students 
and parents on November 1. We will have 
an additional presentation in the spring.

Day to day, technology is integrated fully into 
the curriculum very authentically. One of the 
essential areas to embed technology is in 
research. The grade level standards require 
students to gather information from multiple 
print and digital sources. Students are taught 
how to access relevant and reliable digital 
sources and to integrate the information with 
what they have learned in books and articles. 
In addition to websites, students use online 
media resources like film clips, speeches, 
news stories, etc. They use technology to 
take notes and to store their research.

Another example of the use of technology 
is in presentation. Students are taught to 
enhance their presentation of information 
with technology. This does not mean the 
standard PowerPoint.  Students have the 
opportunity to create slide shows, videos, 
and presentations of their own creation 
that help them illustrate and present their 
work. They need to be thoughtful about 
their selections, ensuring that pictures, 
videos, etc. enhance their presentations 
by adding information, examples, etc. that 
illustrate their point(s). They also need to 

consider their purpose and audience.

Students use technology daily in their 
writing. They generally do a thinking map 
to organize their ideas and then draft and 
revise their writing on their laptops. It is 
so much more efficient and palatable to 
students to edit well when they are not 
having to “copy over” their narratives.

The Smarter Balanced Assessments that the 
students in grades 3-5 take at the end of the 
school year require that students are adept 
at working with technology. They will be 
manipulating multiple screens, highlighting 
texts, typing responses, using drop down 
responses, and listening to text.  We are 
giving them practice with all of these skills 
as we make them an authentic part of 
their day to day tasks in the classroom.

Additionally, in order for students to 
competently use technology, they need 
to have access to technology throughout 
the school day in their classrooms. To that 
end, the district has provided a one-to-one 
ratio of laptops to students in grades 3-5, 
and our foundation purchased the same 
laptops in order for our second graders to 
have a one-to-one ratio. In Kindergarten 
and first grade our students are using a 
combination of iPads and older laptops 
in literacy and math rotations. The district 
will be providing additional technology in 
these grades at the end of the school year.

Donna S. Tripi, Principal

DECEMBER
18-31 Winter Holiday

JANUARY
1-2 Winter Holiday
19 Family Movie Night
22-26 Family Literacy Week

IMPORTANT
DATES
U P C O M I N G
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IMPORTANT
UPCOMING DATES
JANUARY
6  School Resumes

15  Kindergarten Meeting 
  for New Families

20  MLK Holiday
  NO SCHOOL

24-31 Family Literacy Week

FEBRUARY
5&12 Talent Show Tryouts 1pm

14&17 Presidents Holiday
  NO SCHOOL
19  Talent Show Rehearsal 
  1pm

21  Talent Show 5pm

26  Kindergarten Meeting 
  for New Families

When I think back to my elementary 
school days, I vividly remember be-
ing called names, being teased for my 
clothing and my appearance, and be-
ing laughed at.  I was a shy, compliant 
child, so it never crossed my mind to 
speak up for myself, nor did I want to 
create a problem by telling my teacher 
or parents about it.  In hindsight, I be-
lieve that I just assumed that the teasing 
and unkind behavior was a normal part 
of childhood.  Since then, I have found 
that many of us have experienced teas-
ing or some form of bullying that we ra-
tionalized to be a normal part of grow-
ing up.  However, it isn’t.

No one deserves to be spoken to or 
treated in a way that is hurtful.  I fi rm-
ly believe that children have the right to 
come to school every day feeling safe 
and happy.  As a leader, it’s my duty to 
safeguard and support your children’s 
well-being.  I am passionate about so-

cial emotional learning because I want 
to empower our students to reach their 
dreams, and I know that children can’t 
access the learning required if they 
don’t feel a sense of security.

Here at La Jolla Elementary School, we 
are fortunate to have a true culture of 
caring among the students and sta� .  
We listen to and value each other’s ex-
periences, we nurture children’s social 
and emotional development, we pro-
vide them with tools and strategies that 
help them to build self-confi dence, we 
teach them how to interact with their 
peers, we help them to problem solve 
and navigate challenging situations, and 
we strive to develop their empathy and 
compassion toward their peers, espe-
cially when they may be di� erent from 
them.  As adults, we model this culture 
for our students because we know that 
children are looking to us for how to 
conduct themselves.

Despite our incredible school com-
munity, children will inevitably engage 
in inappropriate behaviors, make mis-
takes, and go astray from what they’ve 
been taught to do.  When this occurs, it 
is our duty to pull them in and to speak 
with them, to help them understand the 
impact of their words and actions, to 
enable them to take responsibility, and 
to work hard to repair trust and rela-
tionships with the people they’ve im-
pacted.

So, what constitutes bullying?  While 
there are various defi nitions out there, 
the District draws from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, 
which defi nes bullying as “aggressive 
behavior that is intentional and that in-
volves an imbalance of power or 
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strength” and is typically repeated over 
time.   It’s important to note that bullying 
di� ers from teasing.  While bullying and 
its outcomes are always intentional and 
typically repeated, teasing and its out-
comes are often not intended and may 
be limited to an isolated event.  When 
children tease others, they are often na-
ive about the potential impact their ac-
tions may have.  However, if teasing is 
repeated over time, it becomes hurtful 
and it may rise to the level of bullying.

I’ve been seeking out resources aimed at 
educating and supporting our sta�  and 
students about these important topics.  
We are so fortunate to have the oppor-

tunity to learn from and work alongside 
Mick Rabin, a District Resource Teacher, 
who will help us to implement classroom 
lessons and assemblies about these top-
ics.  We will teach students about what 
constitutes bullying, and they will learn 
about the various roles they can play in 
a situation, including being an “upstand-
er.”  We have exciting work ahead!

If your child reports inappropriate be-
havior, teasing, or bullying, please in-
form us as soon as possible. You can re-
port incidents to your child’s classroom 
teacher; however, if the behavior is se-
vere or if you don’t believe the situation 
is being handled e� ectively, please con-

tact me right away. In response, we will 
conduct an investigation, and we will 
implement a variety of strategies to en-
sure that further inappropriate behaviors 
and/or bullying do not continue.

We look forward to continuing to part-
ner with you to ensure for a comprehen-
sive education both inside and outside 
of the classroom.

Warmly,

      S tephanie Hasselbrink, Ed.D

Stephanie Hasselbrink,
Principal

The students think they are just having fun building and programming robots, but it 
is much deeper: they are learning valuable life skills of understanding and coping 
with di� erent personality traits and how to value these di� erences to build a func-
tioning, successful, and mutually rewarding TEAM.
We start this mindset in our Tuesday beginners group of 30 students working in 
pairs.  They are then invited to join the competitive TEAM of 40 young engineers. 
These students work together to solve a world problem directed by First Lego League as 
well as program their robots to successfully complete missions on a large game board in 
under 2 ½ minutes.  During this time, they are observed for Core Values such as teamwork, 
kindness, and gracious professionalism.
Over two weekends in November, our LJES TEAM, which consists of seven groups, com-
peted in qualifying tournaments at High Tech High and San Dieguito High School and had 
a full day of fun and friendship. Two of our groups —Team 4/LJES Urban TurtleZ (Robot De-
sign winner) and Team 2/LJES Urban Invaders (Project winners) — were invited to compete 
in state championships in early December as representatives of our LJES SCHOOL TEAM.
We are beyond proud to recognize these two groups and LJES Sustainable City Workers, who were qualifying tournament run-
ner-up champions, plus the rest of our TEAM.

Hello, my fellow LJES students. My name is Parsa and I am your new Student Council President. I am so hon-
ored to be able to have such a role in our school and be able to do good for our school and the community. This 

December, we are doing a toy drive in which everyone at our school can participate to 
provide toys for Christmas to children in need. Furthermore, we are planning to do a 
few things that we have done in the past years, including the Penny War, which raises 
money for homeless students at the Monarch School in San Diego, and a Food Drive 
for the homeless. One of my hopes for this year is to build a homeless pantry to store 
and provide non- perishable foods, which would be placed in downtown La Jolla. This 
would provide food for our homeless community. I believe that doing for the commu-
nity is very important since they do so much for our school. Also coming soon, we will 
be working on our special event/project that you will be informed of later. 

Of course, the Student Council loves to hear from all of you and any ideas you might 
have. Please share your ideas with your classroom representative or write it down and 
put it into the suggestion box next to Mr. Naylor’s room. I cannot wait to have a great 
year with all of you and be able to make this year a very special one.

INTRODUCING STUDENT COUNCIL PRESIDENT PARSA AVAZ-BARANDISH

LJES ROBOTICS TEAM COMPETE 
AT QUALIFYING TOURNAMENTS
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For the fi rst time that anyone could remember in LJES 
history, the Halloween parade took place fi rst thing in the 
morning at the start of the school day.  Students arrived at 
school fully decked out in their costumes, and the morn-
ing chill did nothing to dampen the excitement.  There 
were spooky zombies, beautiful princesses, adorable an-
imals, wacky witches, football players, and glammed out 
rock stars. We don’t know how all the teachers managed 
to get through lessons that day following so much fun, but 
it was another memorable Halloween for the books.  

HALLOWEEN PARADE KICKS OFF THE SCHOOL DAY
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LJES CONCERT CHOIR AT KUSI 
FOR CHRISTMAS SHOW

The LJES Family Dance is always a night that we look for-
ward to.   DJ Auto 500 mixed tracks throughout the evening 
as students and parents danced the night away.  Thank you 
to all the volunteers and our event chair, Marianne Gary!

Once again, LJES Concert Choir was invited to attend a taping 
at KUSI studio for their annual “Songs for the Holiday” pro-
gram.  The choir sang three songs; “Los Reyes de Oriente (The 
Kings from the East)”, “Happy Hanukkah, My Friend”, and “The 
Man with the Bag”.  You can catch their performance which 
will air on the 24th at 8 pm and on the 25th at 11 am. 

FAMILY DANCE ROCKS 
THE NIGHT

Thanks to Diana Lin for contributing this artwork.

Q: WHAT AND WHERE IS THIS?

A:  IT’S A MAP TO WHEREVER YOUR 
CURIOSITY TAKES YOU! YOU’LL FIND 

IT IN THE LJES LIBRARY.

SAVE THE DATE

FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT IS 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 24.

THANK YOU TO BROWNIE TROOP 
4834 FOR DONATING BOOKS TO 

THE LJES LIBRARY!
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Our 2nd Annual Family Wellness Night o	 ered fun and learning for both parents 
and kids.  Families started o	  the night at the Vendor Fair, which featured product 
samples and access to a wide range of professionals.  After, the kids were ushered 
o	  to wellness stations such as dance, jiu-jitsu, and tennis while parents headed to 
the auditorium to listen to four back-to-back speakers.  The four speakers covered 
a variety of relevant topics, each concluding with practical, easy-to-implement 
tips.  Special thanks to our event chairs, Debbie Hanoch and Dorka Hegedus; Ms. 
Polen for the fun dance station; and, Coach Wiskus, our Wellness Coordinator.

2ND ANNUAL FAMILY 
WELLNESS NIGHT INSPIRES

Our favorite nanny, Mary Poppins, along with her friends, fl ew into LJES for our an-
nual theatre production.  Under the directorship of Ms. Deirdre and her team fi rst to 
fi fth graders acted, sang, and danced to memorable songs as “A Spoonful of Sugar”, 
and “Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious”, and “Let’s Go Fly A Kite.”   Bravo to all the 
actors!

IT’S A JOLLY HOLIDAY WITH MARY
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We hope you make us part of your Sunday routine this holiday season.  Whether you need unique gifts from our amazing 
local artisans, fl owers or succulents for your holiday table, farm-fresh produce for a festive meal, or a delicious lunch in our 
food court, the market is the place to be. All market proceeds provide funding that supports and enriches the education of the 
children at LJES. The market is open every Sunday this holiday season from 9:00am to 1:00pm. 

LA JOLLA OPEN AIRE MARKET
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EVEN SMALL GIFTS OPEN BIG DOORS FOR OUR CHILDREN

• A gift of $50 provides a set of Everyday Math Workbooks to a student

• A gift of $100 funds one week of enrichment instruction for your child's class

• A gift of $200 will support a year's worth of art supplies for one classroom

• A gift of $300 pays for one iPad that can be used for several years

YOUR DOLLARS HARD AT WORK... 

WHETHER IT IS $25, $50, $500, OR $1,000,
YOUR GIFT WILL MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

A PUBLIC EDUCATION IS FREE.  AN ENRICHED EDUCATION IS NOT.
Donate today. No donation is too small. 100% participation is our goal.

Questions? Contact Molly Gutierrez at mollymcdowell@yahoo.com or Alicia Calhoon at aliciacalhoon@yahoo.com.

Donations can be made at www.friendsofl jes.org/annual-giving-campaign/.

AGC
Annual Giving Campaign
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR PEARL SPONSORS

Coldwell Banker 
Global Luxury 

930 Prospect St. 
la jolla 

bre01239669/0194991 

KRISTIN SLAUGHTER 
C: 858.395.1359 

kristin@kristinslaughter.com 

JODI MURRAY 
jodi@jodi-murray.com 

C: 858.736.5617 Kristin & Jodi 
Your local real estate 
experts!  Representing 
buyers and sellers in 
La Jolla since 2000. 

La Jolla’s only pediatric dental office

875 Prospect Street, Suite 202, La Jolla
(858) 551-9700 | www.myseasidesmiles.com

 
Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, member SIPC 

 
Michael J. O’Brien | Managing Director - Investments 

Marisa Clayton | Sr. Registered Client Associate 
 

 www.obrienwealth.net 
(800) 556-0015 / (858) 456-7729

888 Prospect St., Suite 301, La Jolla, CA 92037

Tidings is a publication of the La Jolla Elementary PTO and Friends of La Jolla Elementary Inc, 501(c)(3) not-for-profi t 
corporations. As such, content will be at the sole discretion of the PTO and Friends. 

INTERESTED IN 
BECOMING ONE OF OUR

SPONSORS?
PLEASE CONTACT              

KATY SIDDONS 
KATYSIDDONS@GMAIL.COM


