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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
By Donna S. Tripi, Principal

Dear Parents,

Technology is a focus of the Common Core 
State Standards across curricular areas. In 
the introduction to the standards it is stated 
that students should “use technology and 
digital media strategically and capably. 
Students employ technology thoughtfully to 
enhance their reading, writing, speak¬ing, 
listening, and language use. They tailor their 
searches online to acquire useful information 
efficiently, and they integrate what they learn 
through technology with what they learn 
offline. They are familiar with the strengths 
and limitations of various technological tools 
and media and can select and use those 
best suited to their communication goals.”

While this is a goal that we have for 
students by the end of their time in public 
education (K-12), the foundational skills 
necessary for students to achieve these 
standards happens at the elementary 
level. There is a lot of teaching and 
learning embedded in these statements.

To begin with, students need to understand 
how to interact with and be a good citizen of 
the digital world. Our Technology Committee, 
comprised of a teacher from each grade 
level, and our Technology Director/Teacher, 
Sigurd Kallhovde (Mr. K), chose lessons 
from Common Sense Media on digital 
citizenship to teach our students. Classroom 
teachers and Mr. K teach digital citizenship 
lessons at the beginning of the school year 

and sprinkle them throughout the year as 
needed. Parents may access this website 
as well if they would like further assistance 
or choose to delve into any of the topics 
more fully with their children at home. 
Additionally, we have decided to present 
internet safety to students in grades 4 and 
5 twice in the year. Jon Moffat, internet 
safety consultant, presented to students 
and parents on November 1. We will have 
an additional presentation in the spring.

Day to day, technology is integrated fully into 
the curriculum very authentically. One of the 
essential areas to embed technology is in 
research. The grade level standards require 
students to gather information from multiple 
print and digital sources. Students are taught 
how to access relevant and reliable digital 
sources and to integrate the information with 
what they have learned in books and articles. 
In addition to websites, students use online 
media resources like film clips, speeches, 
news stories, etc. They use technology to 
take notes and to store their research.

Another example of the use of technology 
is in presentation. Students are taught to 
enhance their presentation of information 
with technology. This does not mean the 
standard PowerPoint.  Students have the 
opportunity to create slide shows, videos, 
and presentations of their own creation 
that help them illustrate and present their 
work. They need to be thoughtful about 
their selections, ensuring that pictures, 
videos, etc. enhance their presentations 
by adding information, examples, etc. that 
illustrate their point(s). They also need to 

consider their purpose and audience.

Students use technology daily in their 
writing. They generally do a thinking map 
to organize their ideas and then draft and 
revise their writing on their laptops. It is 
so much more efficient and palatable to 
students to edit well when they are not 
having to “copy over” their narratives.

The Smarter Balanced Assessments that the 
students in grades 3-5 take at the end of the 
school year require that students are adept 
at working with technology. They will be 
manipulating multiple screens, highlighting 
texts, typing responses, using drop down 
responses, and listening to text.  We are 
giving them practice with all of these skills 
as we make them an authentic part of 
their day to day tasks in the classroom.

Additionally, in order for students to 
competently use technology, they need 
to have access to technology throughout 
the school day in their classrooms. To that 
end, the district has provided a one-to-one 
ratio of laptops to students in grades 3-5, 
and our foundation purchased the same 
laptops in order for our second graders to 
have a one-to-one ratio. In Kindergarten 
and first grade our students are using a 
combination of iPads and older laptops 
in literacy and math rotations. The district 
will be providing additional technology in 
these grades at the end of the school year.

Donna S. Tripi, Principal

DECEMBER
18-31 Winter Holiday

JANUARY
1-2 Winter Holiday
19 Family Movie Night
22-26 Family Literacy Week

IMPORTANT
DATES
U P C O M I N G
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IMPORTANT
UPCOMING DATES
OCTOBER
18  Family Wellness Night

20  Harvest Festival at the 
  Market

25  Annual Giving Campaign 
  Cocktail Party

31  Halloween Parade 8:15am

NOVEMBER
11  Veterans Holiday
  NO SCHOOL

15  Book fair opens

18-22 Parent/Teacher 
  Conferences HALF DAYS

21  Family Dance

25-29 Thanksgiving Holiday   
  NO SCHOOL

Dear Families,

Picture a child walking up to their teach-
er, assignment in hand and a proud 
smile across their face. The child asks 
the question all children seem to have 
on their minds: Is it good?  Children 
routinely inquire about whether their 
work is “good” because they look to us 
for validation.  As such, it’s important 
that we provide them with the best pos-
sible feedback.

There’s a lot of research that indicates 
that the type of feedback with which 
we provide children is a critical com-
ponent of learning. Visible Learning 
for Literacy (2016) by Fisher, Frey, and 
Hattie describe four types of feed-
back.  Feedback about the self is the 
most frequently used, yet the least ef-
fective form of feedback (Excellent 
job!  You’re so good at doing math.).  
While the authors point out that praise 
can be important, it doesn’t contribute 
to learning.  Feedback about the task 

helps students with a specifi c skill on a 
specifi c assignment, but it doesn’t en-
able the student to learn how to trans-
fer it to other contexts (Your goal was 
to solve the problem in multiple ways.  
The second way is unclear.  You need 
to show your work so we can under-
stand your thinking.).  Feedback about 
the process enables students to think 
about the strategies they need in order 
to perform a task, but it doesn’t sup-
port them beyond that particular situ-
ation (I can see that you got stumped 
on this problem.  What’s another way 
you could solve it? What other strate-
gies have you learned?).  The authors 
posit that the ideal type of feedback 
is self-regulatory feedback (When you 
got frustrated with the math problem, 
you took a deep breath, stood up, and 
got a drink of water.  Then you asked 
your partner questions and were able 
to solve it. Why did that work for you? 
How were you di� erent after you took 
the break?).  This type of feedback pro-

vides students with the opportunity to 
gain insight into the conditional knowl-
edge and understanding they need in 
order to understand what they’re doing.  
It assists students in understanding 
who they are as learners, what a task 
demands, and the strategies they can 
leverage to resolve problems.

There’s also a lot of research about the 
elements of e� ective feedback, one of 
which is being goal-oriented.  If a child 
asks, “Is it good?”, we can help them 
to think about the goal of the assign-
ment or task by asking, “What were 
you trying to do?”   This allows children 
to think about how they are progress-
ing toward the goal and whether they’re 
meeting it.  Another important element 
of e� ective feedback is timeli-
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ness. Feedback that takes place after an 
event has happened is no longer useful; 
conversely, when it’s given in the mo-
ment, feedback can be extremely valu-
able. Feedback must also be actionable: 
it must be concrete, specifi c, and useful. 
As such, evaluative comments like “great 
work!” and “try harder next time” aren’t 
e� ective. Children need to know what 
they’re doing well, and what they can 
do to improve. Finally, feedback must 
also be ongoing. Children must receive 

feedback along the way, so that they can 
make adjustments and improve at what 
they’re doing. It’s not enough for a child 
to receive one piece of feedback after 
they’ve completed a task.

We provide students with a great deal of 
feedback at school, but it obviously has 
a place outside of school as well.  Think 
about the type of feedback you o� er 
your children related to how they inter-
act with siblings, their chores, sports, 
and so on.  As parents, you can support 

your children by o� ering them e� ective 
feedback - that is, feedback that pro-
motes self-regulation, is goal-oriented, 
timely, actionable, and ongoing.  I look 
forward to hearing about the feedback 
you’re trying out with your children!

Warmly,

      S tephanie Hasselbrink, Ed.D

Stephanie Hasselbrink,
Principal

Under the leadership of Ms. Julie Greathouse, the LJES choir is o�  
to a roaring start.  4th/5th grade Concert Choir meets on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays at 7:10am while the 3rd grade choir rehearses on 
Fridays at 7:10am.  This year, in addition to performances on cam-
pus, the two choirs will sing at La Jolla Rec Center for various holi-
day celebrations including Halloween and Breakfast with Santa, the 
Open Aire Market, and more.  This past weekend, they performed 
at the La Jolla Art and Wine Festival.

LJES CHOIR

Under the leadership of Ms. Julie Greathouse, the LJES choir is o�  

Hello LJES Families, I’m Courtney Buehler, the new counselor on campus. This is my fi rst year as an ele-
mentary school counselor and La Jolla has been a very welcoming community to 
enter into, I’m so happy to be here! For the past seven years, I’ve been at home 
raising my own children, but prior to that, I worked for seven years with San Diego 
Unifi ed, counseling at the high school level. My husband and I have two children 
- Ainsley (age 7) and Lachlan (age 4.5), so while this elementary school experience 
is new to me, it is what I am living day to day at home with my own. Elementary 
counseling has been fun so far - letting me be silly and have fun with your children 
while working on helping them to develop some life skills. This year, I will be going 
into every classroom numerous times to work on skill sets such as Self Awareness, 
E� ective Communication, Empathy & Diversity. 
In my free time, I love going to the beach, reading, swimming, and I used to be an 
avid soccer player. I am only on campus on Fridays and every other Tuesday, but 
if you happen to be on campus during those times too, please pop by my o�  ce in 
the PTO room and say hello - I’d love to meet you! 

MEET MS. BUEHLER, OUR NEW SCHOOL COUNSELOR



3

OCTOBER 2019

by Mike Leaverton

At this year’s LJES Family Back-to-School Picnic, a curious but not at all unexpected thing happened: While parents spread 
out blankets and chairs and otherwise began picnicking, the children of LJES, perhaps agog at seeing nearly the entire school 
body so far beyond school hours, immediately began shrieking, racing, playing, dancing — basically just moving — which they 
kept up for the full two hours of the event. DJ Ron Jones urged them on, holding court on the erstwhile four-square blacktop, 
while Belinda’s Familia’s taco truck tempted parents with its stellar Mexican fare, including its under-the-radar quesadilla (take 
my word for it). The fi fth-grade bake sale was again on hand with another legendary spread, and the student body, once led to 
it, stood transfi xed, armed with dollar bills, told to choose anything they wanted. As the sun set and the children became harder 
to see, eventually winking out entirely to be replaced by the neon blur of the latest in wearable glow tech, DJ Ron blew past his 
end time and gave the kids more of what they wanted -- top 40 dance bangers. Special thanks to the PTO, chairs Michelle Landry 
and Meleana Leaverton, and the host of volunteers who kept the event running smoothly; also to the fi fth-grade committee, who 
once again made our day by bringing Krispie Creme to La Jolla.

FAMILY BACK-TO-SCHOOL PICNIC
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Welcome back!  The students are o�  to a great start 
in Physical Education this year!  We have spent 
the fi rst several weeks focusing on our character 
strength of self-regulation and incorporating it into 
our warm-up routines, as well as learning about 
and practicing recess games.  We are now transi-
tioning into ball skills, which will include hand- and 
foot-related skills and activities, and fi tness evalu-
ations.

Run club is o�  to an amazing start as well.  Our 
community of runners that includes students, par-
ents, siblings & teachers are all working together 
to commit to a healthy start to the day, and we are 

already up to 1800 miles!

COACH’S CORNER WITH 
COACH KELLY WISKUS

by Jean Kim

In September, the LJES Library hosted real, live author Jessie Janowitz in interactive visits with 
the 4th and 5th grades.  Jessie ran the sessions like college-style seminars, where students learn 
by having a conversation.  And learn they did - not just how to craft stories but how to fi nd books 
that capture their interest.

“Raise your hand if you have trouble fi nding a book that hooks you.”  As a kid, Jessie felt the 
same way and thought that meant she wasn’t a good reader or a future writer.  She described a 
few books she’d found engaging: Ramona Quimby, Age 8 (read how Ramona accidentally cracks 
a raw egg on her head, in front of her classmates); Harry Potter (even if you don’t love all books 
about wizards, you may like this series because it’s fast-paced); and Tales of a Fourth Grade 
Nothing (fun because it has a lot of dialogue).

When she writes, Jessie uses her “secret recipe for all good stories”: SPARK + WHAT IF + REVI-
SION.  First, take something that catches your curiosity or interest.  (For Jessie, it was a sign in a 
small-town store window, reading “Yes we do have Chocolate Cream Donuts.”)  Think about why 
that spark grabbed your attention.  (Isn’t it weird the sign mentioned only one kind of donuts?)  
Then use your imagination to come up with what-if questions.  (As Jessie noted, and we know, 
“all great stories have confl ict.”  She wondered if the sign was “lying.”  Eventually her what-ifs 
grew into two books, The Doughnut Fix and The Doughnut King.)

After students wrote up and shared some of their own “what ifs,” Jessie discussed various ways 
to tell stories:

• You can use di� erent points of view (a/k/a perspectives).  Jessie wrote her books in the 
fi rst person so readers would feel like they were hearing the stories directly from the main 
character.  But Harry Potter is written in the third person.  Why?  JK Rowling couldn’t show 
you the whole world if the story was just Harry Potter’s to tell.  And RJ Palacio uses multiple 
points of view in Wonder so we can see how Auggie’s life a� ects lots of people.

• You can tell your story in the present or past tense.  Which one shows what characters feel in the moment and keeps readers 
on the edge of their seats?  Would you be unsure whether Katniss survives Hunger Games if it was written in the past tense?

• You can also start stories anywhere you want and shift back and forth in time.  One student told his classmates chapter 2 of 
the I Survived book about shark attacks is set nine days earlier than what happens in chapter 1.

In your own writing, don’t worry if you get stuck.  Jessie says this happens to all writers.  Use revision, the last part of her secret 
recipe, to change your story by thinking about it and writing it di� erent ways until you’re happy with it.  As Jessie discovered, 
it’s not what the story is about.  It’s about how the story is told.

AUTHOR, JESSIE JANOWITZ, VISITS LJES TO 
SHARE SECRET INGREDIENTS FOR A GOOD STORY
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Kindergarten Circus is, for many, the fi rst memorable big event during their LJES career.  It guarantees smiles, laughs and some 
adorable pictures of our youngest students and their families.  Thank you to our incredible teachers for creating wonderful 
memories and to our tireless parent volunteers who helped the event run so smoothly.  

KINDERGARTEN CIRCUS 
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SUGAR AND SPICE AND ALL THINGS NICE! 
Please join us on Sunday, October 20th for our Harvest 
Festival.  This free family event includes a performance 

from Ms. Julie's Choir, arts & crafts, and games on the fi eld.  
We hope your family can come celebrate with us!  As always, 
proceeds from the market support and enrich the education 
of our children at LJES.  We hope you make the market part 
of your Sunday routine. Visit us at www.lajollamarket.com for 
more information.

The Open Air Market is so proud to partner with this amazing organization 
who provides 10,000 servings of nutritious produce to those in need each 
week.  Did you know that ProduceGood collects more than 300 pounds 
of gorgeous produce each week from the generous farmers at our market?  
Thank you ProduceGood, the farmers and the amazing volunteers who 
make this happen!  Visit www.producegood.org for more informaiton.

LA JOLLA OPEN AIRE MARKET

WHY SHOULD YOU DONATE TO OUR ANNUAL GIVING CAMPAIGN?

PRODUCE GOOD!
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Carl and Amy Adams
Christine Alvarado and Alex 
Snoeren
Anonymous
Pamela Aronow
The Arthur Family
The Assaf Family
The Baker Family
Robert and Jennifer Barron
Julie and Jon Belmonte
Christopher Bi and Wendy 
Liu
Brian Bigoni and Afsaneh 
Maghsoudy
The Blatt Family
Enzo and Bianca Botta
The Branstetter Family
Paul and Lisa Bregante
The Brown Family
Patricia and Henrik Brusgaard
Julie and Tim Bubnack
Shannon Cain/Alborz 
Hassankhani
Bart and Ella Calame
The Calhoon Family
Ulysses and Cheryl Carino
Dan and Karen Carlson
Hugh and Allison Carpenter
Jacobo, Fausto and Jose 
Manuel Carrasco
The Cavaiola Family
Linda and Je�  Chang
David Chu and Debbie Yelon
The Cluster Family
Nick and Paula Conway
Emilie Crago
The Crudo Family
Elle Dacosta
The DeMott Family
Jen and Matt DiNofi a
Kerry and Trey Driscoll
The Duehr Family
Anne and Alan Dulgero� 
Art and Kelly Dykhuis
Matt and Jen Edstrom/
Edstrom Community 
Consulting
The Egan Family
Andrew and Adi Erwteman
The Esajian Family

The Fates Family
The Findikoglu Family
Ursula Fitzgerald
Michael and Shinobu 
Flannery
The Foss Family
The Frausto Family
Carlie and Max Gee
The Gilmore Family
The Goin Family
The Golde Family
Michelle Grandin
The Grieve Family
Niko and Stacey Gubernator
Shamini and Ajay Gupta
Ruben and Molly Gutierrez
The Haders Family
Neil and Summer Hadley
Katy and Chet Hall
Abbas Hasan and Samia 
Khaleeli
Eema and Thomas Hemmen
The Henry Family
Bill and Alex Higgins
Je�  and Holly Hill
The Hochberg Family
Ikuko Holland
Je�  and Patty Holman
Maribel and Fernando Hoyos
The Hsieh Family
The Huhn Family
Sonia and Mohit Jain
Paul and Roopi James
Micaela and Stephen Je� ery
Stephanie and Nathan 
Jernigan
Derek and Anna Jones
Mr. K
Kate and Nikolai Kandul
The Kevorkian Family
Heather Kijora
Michael and Adrienne 
Kincaid
Monique Konovalov and 
David Monzon 
The Kuykendall Family
Daphne and Jonathan 
Kula 
The Lakisic Family
Ayla Lakisic

The LaMarche Family
Angela and Mike Landen
Kelly and Mike Lane
Michael and Meleana 
Leaverton
Richard Li and Sarah Wei 
George Lin
The Lipsher Family
The MacDonald Family
Catie and Michael Madani
The Marchbanks Family
Grant Marchioro
Randolph and Stephanie 
Martin
Tomomi and Michael Master
Mala Mathur and Subal Sahni
Alexis and Daniel 
McCandless
Andrew Meeks and Erin 
Martin
Melissa Miller
Ella Milton
Warren and Natalie Muir
Eran Mukamel and Amelia 
Glaser
The Murphy Family
Drew and Cindy Nelson
Brian and Carrie Newman
The Nielsen Family
Jennifer Niethammer
Troy and Jody Noll
Jenny and Tom Nowaczyk
The Olivieri Family
Stephen and Kyra Oster
The Ostrom Family
Abraham Palmer
Ulka and Chris Pandya 
Nicole Peck and Matt Pugh
Tim and Kat Peppers
The Perols Family
Michael and Laura Peterson
Chris and Katherine Pham
Fred and Tammy Piehl
Neil Puri
The Purviance Family
Katrina and Fran Richards
The Roberts Family
Richie and Cyndie Robison
Jim and Valerie Rock
The Roeske Family

Colleen and Kevin Royal
Sharjeel Sabir and Zainab 
Khan
Maria Luisa Sacchi
The Scha� ran Family 
Savannah Schmitz
Chesi and Eric Schroeder
She and Karmarkar Family
The Siddons Family
Bruno Mathias Silva
The Smith Family
Kim and Gregg Smith
The Sopielnikow Family
Tami Spence and Julian 
Vanderpump
The Strott Family
Kyle and Catherine Swa� ord
Aimie and Mark Takata
Lily Tang and Doug Smith
The Tasende Family
Mark Tettenburn
The Thibault Family
Torry Thomas and Kevin 
Jaron
Ahren and Carolina Tiller
Juan and Christina Tovar
Marnie Treas
The Turek Family
The Turner Family
Paul and An Upatham
The Valledor Family
Elizabeth and David Van Clief
Steve and Naomi Vizmeg
Jason and Lindsey Wade
Jim and Shauna Watson
Casimir Wierzynski and S. 
Jean Kim
The Wittkow Family
Natasha Wong and Kevin 
Chen
The Worland Family
Afshin and Hedieh Yamini
The Yang-Ching Family
Andrew and Jacqueline Yen

*please note: AGC Donor List 
is complete as of October 14, 
2019

THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING FAMILIES FOR THEIR 
SUPPORT OF LJES AND FRIENDS!*

DONATE TODAY.  A PUBLIC EDUCATION IS FREE.  AN ENRICHED EDUCATION IS NOT.
Our suggested donation is $550 per child. 100% participation is our goal.

Questions? Contact Molly Gutierrez at mollymcdowell@yahoo.com or Alicia Calhoon at aliciacalhoon@yahoo.com.

Donations can be made at www.friendsofl jes.org/annual-giving-campaign/.

Donors who have contributed $1,250 or more by Friday, October 18, 2019 will be invited to an Annual Giving 
Campaign Cocktail Celebration to be held on Friday, October 25, 2019.
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR PEARL SPONSORS

Coldwell Banker 
Global Luxury 

930 Prospect St. 
la jolla 

bre01239669/0194991 

KRISTIN SLAUGHTER 
C: 858.395.1359 

kristin@kristinslaughter.com 

JODI MURRAY 
jodi@jodi-murray.com 

C: 858.736.5617 Kristin & Jodi 
Your local real estate 
experts!  Representing 
buyers and sellers in 
La Jolla since 2000. 

La Jolla’s only pediatric dental office

875 Prospect Street, Suite 202, La Jolla
(858) 551-9700 | www.myseasidesmiles.com

 
Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, member SIPC 

 
Michael J. O’Brien | Managing Director - Investments 

Marisa Clayton | Sr. Registered Client Associate 
 

 www.obrienwealth.net 
(800) 556-0015 / (858) 456-7729

888 Prospect St., Suite 301, La Jolla, CA 92037

Tidings is a publication of the La Jolla Elementary PTO and Friends of La Jolla Elementary Inc, 501(c)(3) not-for-profi t 
corporations. As such, content will be at the sole discretion of the PTO and Friends. 

INTERESTED IN 
BECOMING ONE OF OUR

SPONSORS?
PLEASE CONTACT              

KATY SIDDONS 
KATYSIDDONS@GMAIL.COM


