


Dear Families,

 

In the midst of so many unknowns, I wanted to take a minute and remind you of a known… 
La Jolla Elementary School is not your ordinary school, it is extraordinary! It is extraordinary 
because of our school community made up of dynamic and gritty students, supportive fami-
lies, outstanding leadership, hard working staff and exceptional teachers. Friends of La Jolla 
Elementary vows to continue to do our part in fundraising to the best of our abilities with the 
goal of staying in line with our mission to support and enrich educational programs not pro-
vided through federal, state or local funding.


This pandemic has us in unprecedented times and it has been incredible to see the many 
ways people have come together in light of such a trying time. Teachers, as well as many 
others, have had to completely change the way they work. Whether at a private or public 
school, teachers are all sharing many of the same trials and triumphs in having to quickly 
adapt to a new way of teaching. Our/LJES classroom, support and enrichment teachers have 
been working tirelessly behind the scenes to ensure their high quality instruction is translated 
to each student virtually. I think we can all agree that this is no easy task! 


Thanks to your generous contributions, Friends of LJES currently funds two classroom 
teachers to keep class sizes down, enrichment programs and five support teachers, all of 
whom are continuing to work hard to ensure our children have access to quality education 
and enrichment opportunities from afar.  Sing and Speak Spanish quickly switched their 
classes to an online platform.  We are so fortunate to have Mr. K (technology), who has been 
working with teachers and staff to support their learning and needs as they move their class-
es online. He’s also been busy providing families with the resources and support they need to 
access distance learning.  Ms. Devine (art), Ms. Julie (music), and Mrs. Fillers (theatre) have 
been engaging in professional learning and are putting their class content together to be 
available by the formal launch date of April 27th. Finally, the support teachers have been con-
tinuing to work (virtually) with small groups and providing individual assistance daily. 


Two of our top fundraisers, the Open Air Market and the Spring Gala, have had drastic 
changes; the Market is operating at a fraction of normal capacity and the physical gala was 
cancelled (online auction to be held in May). Rest assured that we have a competent & pas-
sionate board that continues to “meet” and contribute ideas about how we can soften the 
negative impact on our school without these fundraisers that we have relied heavily upon. 
However, we are posed with the challenge of being able to continue to provide an enriched 
education at the same capacity as we have historically, without the same level of fundraising. 


We understand that many are not able to contribute financially right now, but for those that 
can, please consider participating in the online auction in May and supporting the Farmers 
Market on Sunday, both of which directly benefit our school. 


We are all in this together and will need your support more than ever to be able to continue to 
fund these vital programs… let’s keep our school extraordinary!


Micaela Jeffery

President, Friends of La Jolla Elementary 


