
NOVEMBER 2017

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

DECEMBER
18-31 Winter Holiday

JANUARY
1-2 Winter Holiday
19 Family Movie Night
22-26 Family Literacy Week

IMPORTANT
DATES
U P C O M I N G

OCTOBER 2022

Dear Families,

The past couple of years have brought 
about unprecedented times, unantici-
pated challenges, and unreal situations. 
Like many of you, I’ve been eager to get 
back to some semblance of normalcy; 
thankfully, the 2022-2023 school year 
seems to have brought with it a return 
to just that! Family events are back on, 
and parent volunteers are able to come 
back onto campus - this is going to be a 
wonderful year!

As I’ve mentioned numerous times, one 
of the very best things about La Jolla 
Elementary School is our community. 
It is beyond special, and I am grateful 
to be part of this incredible community. 
For those of you who don’t know, I fi rst 
came to La Jolla Elementary in 2011 as 
a fi fth grade teacher with ten years of 
teaching experience; at that time, I was 
in awe of LJES’ parent involvement and 
opportunities for family engagement, 
as it was like nothing I had ever experi-
enced before. I was struck by the amaz-
ing monthly PTO family events and the 
high level of fundraising by our Friends 
foundation (and, of course, what the 

funding a� orded our students). In ad-
dition, I was so grateful to have parent 
volunteers who made photocopies for 
my students each week, who supported 
my students’ literacy and math achieve-
ment via volunteering in the classroom, 
who drove and chaperoned on our 
many fi eld trips each year, and who rec-
ognized my hard work and dedication 
to their children.

Regardless of your schedules, availabil-
ity, and time constraints, I highly en-
courage you to get involved in our amaz-
ing community in some way.  Whether 
it’s attending our monthly PTO events, 
contributing to our Friends foundation, 
volunteering in the community or class-
room, volunteering or prepping work at 
home, supporting the teacher in other 
ways, or just communicating with the 
teacher, your time, dedication, and in-
volvement make a positive di� erence in 
our community.

Welcome to another wonderful school 
year together, and thank you for all you 
do!

Warmly,

       S tephanie Hasselbrink, Ed.D

Stephanie Hasselbrink,
Principal
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IMPORTANT
UPCOMING DATES
OCTOBER 
8-9 La Jolla Art & Wine 
  Festival

13  Family Wellness Night - 
  4:00-6:30pm

23  Harvest Festival at 
  Open Aire Market

31  Halloween Parade - 
  2:00pm

NOVEMBER 
4  Annual Giving Campaign 
  Cocktail Party - 6:00pm

11  Veteran’s Day Holiday – 
  NO SCHOOL

14-18 Parent/Teacher 
  Conferences - 
  HALF DAYS

21-25 Thanksgiving Break – 
  NO SCHOOL

DECEMBER 
11  Winter Carnival at Open 
  Aire Market

16  Winter Sing - 8:20am -- 
  HALF DAY

19-30 Winter Break – 
  NO SCHOOL
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We asked the LJES student experts, aka, the 5th Graders, to share some insights with us, as we start the new school year.

       1.  What are you most excited about during your fi nal year at LJES?
       2.  What is your favorite activity or memory so far at LJES?
       3.  What advice do you have for the younger students at LJES?

UTK/K SUMMER PLAY DATES & BBQ

While we were all relaxing and 
enjoying our summers, the PTO 
Kindergarten Liaisons were hard 
at work making sure our young-
est students felt ready to start 
school this fall. LJES was ex-
cited to be able to have several 
play dates on campus for our 
newest students over the sum-
mer which culminated in the 
UTK/K BBQ. The entering UTK 
and kindergarten students ex-
plored their playground and 
played with friends while par-
ents chatted and made new 
connections. The UTK/K BBQ 
often marks the start of life-
long friendships within our LJES 
community! Thank you to Liz 
Copperman, Kelly Chaitin, and 
Dana Hourani for these wonder-
ful events.

THE STUDENT PERSPECTIVE

1.  The thing that I’m most excited about 
is that I’m going to be moving on to 
sixth grade after this year. I’m excited 
that I’m going to have di� erent teachers 
for every subject and get to have a 
locker. Also, I’ll get a quick break in 
between each class.
2.  One of my favorite memories from 
LJES is making new friends and meet-
ing new teachers. I enjoyed getting to 
know everyone.
3.  The advice I have for younger stu-
dents is to listen to your teacher, focus 
on the task you’re doing, and not sit by 
friends in class.

1.  To graduate from elementary school 
and begin my journey in middle school.
2.  Hanging with my friends and learning 
new things.
3.  Be the change you want to see in the 
world  -Mahatma Gandhi

1.  I am most excited about all of the 
fi eld trips like Biztown, and the Floating 
Lab. Last year we only got to go on 
one Field Trip, so I am excited to go on 
more this year. Especially since it is my 
last year at LJES!
2.  My favorite memory so far was 49er 
day. I liked how we each got maps, 
and had to read out clues, to fi nd other 
clues. Our clues fi nally led us to gold!
3.  Always remember to work hard, and 
only worry about yourself and the work 
in front of you. It’s okay if other people 
fi nish fi rst, just do YOUR best!

1.  I am most excited about all of the 
5th grade events and promotion at the 
end of the year. I can’t wait to do Spirit 
Days, so I can dress up and go all out!
2.  My favorite memory so far at LJES 
is 49er’s day because we got to dig for 
gold. We also got to dress up as min-
ers! I also loved the schoolwide Spirit 
Day decorations in our classrooms, it 
was so fun to see them.
3.  Try your best and be kind. Always 
remember to work hard, and learn from 
your mistakes!

1.  To be the oldest in the school.
2.  PE, after school programs, and 
hanging out with friends.
3.  Just be yourself because no one 
else can!

1.  I’m most excited for the promotion 
activities and the fun fi eld trip opportu-
nities! I still cannot believe that I have 
already reached my last year with this 
amazing school.
2.  My favorite memories would prob-
ably be walking into a new classroom 
each year and seeing all my friends and 
my new teachers.
3.  Some advice I have for the younger 
students at LJES: try to keep a positive 
outlook and you will have the best years 
ever here.

1.  For my fi nal year at LJES, I’m most 
excited about the fi fth grade graduation 
on the last day.
2.  My favorite memory from LJES is 
playing with all my friends at recess.
3.  My advice to younger students is to 
have fun.

1.  I am very excited to go to BizTown 
this year in 5th grade. It’s going to be 
so much fun to get to have a job, earn 
money, vote for mayor, write checks, 
and get to be an adult for the day. It’s 
going to be the best fi eld trip ever!
2.  My favorite memory so far at LJES 
was family movie night. We got to be 
in our PJs, bring blankets, be with our 
friends, buy treats at the bake sale, and 
watch a movie. It was so fun.
3.  You should try hard on every 
assignment and test and have fun in 
elementary school.

Cairo Cornett
Mrs. Quartuccio

Abbey Witt
Mr. Naylor

Grace Hickey
Mrs. Mitchell

Soraya Yamini
Mrs. Mitchell

Emma Mitchell
Mr. Naylor

Beatrice Wierzynski
Ms. Polen

Gri�  n Tallant
Mrs. Quartuccio

Diya Gluth
Ms. Polen
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As the school year has gotten underway you may have noticed some new faces on campus!
We asked them a few questions to get to know them better.

MEET THE NEW TEACHERS AND SUPPORT STAFF AT LJES

Ms. Caroline Blank—Kindergarten Teacher
1. Where did you teach before coming to LJES, and can you tell us a little about your education or experience?   I grew up in San Diego and 
am a product of the Poway Unifi ed School District! In 2020, I obtained my bachelor of science degree in Liberal Studies from Cal Poly San 
Luis Obispo. I then moved back to San Diego to obtain my Multiple Subject Teaching Credential from San Diego State. This past year, I had 
the unique opportunity to be the Resident Visiting Teacher at Boone Elementary. There, I worked with students in grades K-5 to strengthen 
any skills weakened or lost during the pandemic. This position allowed me to work with an incredibly diverse set of learners, which pre-
pared me to take on my own class this year. I could not be happier to have ended up teaching kindergarten at La Jolla Elementary this year!

2. What is your favorite sport, activity, or hobby?   I love taking my German Shepard Husky, Trevor, to the dog park or beach! 

3. What do you enjoy doing most in your free time?   I am extremely lucky to be able to spend weekends and any free time with my parents 
and my older brother, who still live in the San Diego area.

Ms. Cheyanne Harmer—First Grade Teacher
1. Where did you teach before coming to LJES, and can you tell us a little about your education or experience?   I attended SDSU and 
received my bachelor’s degree in Liberal Arts with an emphasis in elementary education. I received my teaching credential from SDSU, 
working within the San Diego Unifi ed school district. This spring, I fi nished the fi rst year of my master’s degree in Teaching Language Arts. 
Before LJES, I taught second grade at Zamorano Fine Arts Academy and Kindergarten at Hancock Elementary!

2. What is your favorite sport, activity, or hobby?   My favorite activity is having a picnic while watching the sunset! I love going to the beach 
and boogie boarding — this is where I fi nd myself the happiest! 

3. What do you enjoy doing most in your free time?   In my free time, I like to relax at home and play with my dog, Kemba.

Mrs. Jori Dabill—Resource Teacher for 3rd/4th Grades
1. Where did you teach before coming to LJES, and can you tell us a little about your education or experience?   I taught 4th and 5th grade 
in Hawaii for 2 years. Then I taught 5th-8th grade math in Las Vegas for 5 years. I was a support/resource teacher here at La Jolla Elementary 
for 4 years and I taught 5th grade here at La Jolla Elementary for 1 year. Then I taught 4th grade at Franklin Elementary for 2 years. Now I’m 
back at La Jolla! I have also been a math tutor on and o�  for the past 14 years.

2. What is your favorite sport, activity, or hobby?   Surfi ng and snowboarding.

3. What do you enjoy doing most in your free time?   Surfi ng, hiking, camping, and going to the beach.

Mr. Kerem Esteban—Education Specialist
1. Where did you teach before coming to LJES, and can you tell us a little about your education or experience?   Last school year, I worked 
at iHigh Virtual Academy. It was a great experience but I missed the connection you make with students, sta� , and parents when you teach 
in person. I was born and raised in Hawai’i, so I jumped at the chance to work near the ocean! I’ve worked in SDUSD for three years as a 
multi-site Education Specialist, working with students in TK-4 through high school. Prior to SDUSD, I have worked at schools in Hawai’i, 
Arizona, and Texas. I’ve had fantastic opportunities as an educator and served in roles as an RTI Coordinator, Instructional Coach, and an 
Interim Vice Principal.

2. What is your favorite sport, activity, or hobby?   I am a big fan of the University of Hawai’i’s sports teams. I love the UH Volleyball teams. 
Go Bows! This summer, I had time to practice the French horn, an instrument I played since middle school. I am looking to perform with a 
group again. I haven’t played in a band or an orchestra since the pandemic.

3. What do you enjoy doing most in your free time?   In my free time, I enjoy going to the gym and I enjoy running. I am working up to run 
another half marathon soon. I am also a big science fi ction fan and enjoy watching Marvel shows and movies. I plan to get a dachshund 
soon and spend a “few” minutes watching dachshund videos each day.

Ms. Julissa Valdez—Education Specialist
1. Where did you teach before coming to LJES, and can you tell us a little about your education or experience?   Prior to LJES, I worked as 
an Inclusion Specialist and Resource Specialist Program Teacher at Franklin-McKinley District in San Jose, CA. I was employed at FMSD for 
4 years prior to moving to San Diego this summer. I received my B.A. in Legal Studies and Sociology at UC Santa Cruz and received my M.S. 
in Special Education (Mild/Moderate) at National University.

2. What is your favorite sport, activity, or hobby?   My favorite pastime activities include playing sports. I have played basketball since the 
age of 5. I also have experiencing coaching sports teams and was the Basketball Coach at my previous school in San Jose. Other hobbies 
include reading, listening to music, hiking, cooking, and traveling.

3. What do you enjoy doing most in your free time?   I enjoy spending my free time with my puppy. As we are new to San Diego, we spend 
our free time exploring the city and its’ beautiful beaches!

Ms. Katie Paul—School Counselor
1. Where did you teach before coming to LJES, and can you tell us a little about your education or experience?   I am a proud graduate 
of the University of Cincinnati for my Bachelor’s degree, and Northern Kentucky University for my Master’s degree. I started my school 
counseling career as a counselor in Cincinnati Ohio. I have been in San Diego for a little over three years. I was the Resident Visiting Teacher 
last year at Correia Middle School as I waited for my school counselor license to transfer to California. I am very excited to be the new 
counselor at LJES!

2. What is your favorite sport, activity, or hobby?   I am a huge University of Cincinnati Bearcat fan. I grew up going to all the basketball and 
football games as my parents were alumni, and had season tickets.

3. What do you enjoy doing most in your free time?   In my free time I enjoy spending time with my amazing daughter who moved out here 
with me.  She is 22 and is attending school locally. I moved to San Diego for the weather and to live a more outdoorsy lifestyle. I love the 
beach, camping, kayaking and hiking.



It’s so exciting to welcome back all the students and families to La Jolla Elementary this fall!  I’m so 
honored to be part of this incredible community, and we have so many wonderful things in store for 
the school this year.  

Many of you may already be familiar with Friends of La Jolla Elementary and the work that we do 
for the school.  Where the school identifi es a need beyond what it can meet through federal, state, 
and local funding, Friends steps in to fundraise from the school’s parents and community to provide 
these programs to the students at La Jolla Elementary.  We rely on the incredibly generous support 
of our community to unlock opportunities for enriched educational experiences for every child at the 
school.

Our funding makes a huge di� erence in the quality of our childrens’ education.  This year, Friends of 
LJES supports the school by funding two full-time teachers, plus four additional support teachers, 
teacher accounts for classroom supplies, our Everyday Math curriculum, and much more.  Every year, 
our community’s incredible generosity allows us to provide these programs and give our children the 
best possible environment to learn in. 

This year, I am thrilled to announce that we are bringing back the school’s enrichment program in full 
force.  For many of us, the robust enrichment opportunities that LJES o� ers were a huge part of why 
we chose to enroll our children.  But for the last two years, because of Covid, we have had signifi cantly reduced enrichment oppor-
tunities.  I am thrilled to announce that Friends of La Jolla Elementary has funded a full time enrichment teacher for this school year, 
allowing for weekly enrichment classes in the visual arts for every student in the school.

If you are able to, please show your support for La Jolla Elementary by donating to our Annual Giving Campaign!  The money we raise 
through this campaign goes directly into funding programs for next year, so we can continue to provide these incredible educational 
opportunities to our student body.  Additionally, we would love your support as a business sponsor, or as an attendee at the La Jolla 
Open Aire Market and the La Jolla Art and Wine Festival!  The funding from these community events directly impacts our students – 
and they are lots of fun as well!  

Finally, save the date for our Spring Gala on April 15th!  This is always the event of the year and this year promises to be better than 
ever.  If you’d like to contribute an auction item or if you’re interested in volunteering to help, please reach out! 

Thank you so much to all of our incredible parents, teachers, sta� , and everyone who supports our kids.  Welcome back!

Katy Hall 
Mom of Dylan (3rd grade) & President of Friends of La Jolla Elementary School, Inc.
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MESSAGE FROM OUR PTO AND FRIENDS PRESIDENTS

Hi, I’m Carolina Tiller and I’m proud to be the PTO President of La Jolla Elementary 2022/2023. 

I’m thrilled to be working closely with our wonderful Friends foundation President and my friend Katy 
Hall. We are so fortunate that the fundraising e� orts of our foundation help keep our class sizes down, 
provide amazing enrichment classes for our kids, support teachers and so much more. Katy and I make 
a great team and I hope it shows in our passion for this school and our e� orts to bringing community 
and fundraising events to LJES.

They say it takes a village to raise a kid, and our PTO mission is to bring the village together. 

I love that I get to help our Parent Teachers Organization to provide our community with so many family 
fun events such as the UTK/Kindergarten BBQ, our Back to School Family Picnic, our family Wellness 
Night, family Movie Night, Family Dance, Book Fair, Art Show, Family Science, Birthday Book Club, our 
famous Talent Show, and one of my favorites, our International Festival that celebrates most of our kids 
background cultures and ethnicities.

The PTO also organizes and provides the after school programs and camps, enhancing the educational 
opportunities with our robotics program, Spanish, theater, sports, chess, music and arts. We also put together The Yearbook, Logo 
Wear, Tidings, Hospitality, Student Council, Welcome Committee, Pizza Wednesday, Social Media, Health and Safety, School Supply 
Kits, and so much more. 

These things could not happen without the fi nancial support of our families ($50 per family) or our volunteers who so graciously spend 
hours planning, organizing and running our events. 

I want to personally thank our PTO Board members as well as all our Committee Chairs who do all the hard work without asking for 
anything in return. I’m proud of working side by side with such an amazing group of parent volunteers. We do this all with love in our 
hearts so our children can not only get a world class education but get to be part of a community where they make friends, have fun 
and enjoy coming to school everyday.

Please help us to create the fun and the memories that make our school so special. Your fi nancial support and volunteer support are 
critical for our success. Please support the PTO and come be part of our village. 

Carolina Kotzias Tiller
Mom of Sophia (4th Grade) and Giulia (2nd Grade) & President of LJES PTO



5

OCTOBER 2022

BACK TO SCHOOL FAMILY PICNIC

This year marked the return of a much anticipated and loved event for LJES—the Back to School Family Picnic! It’s hard to be-
lieve it has been three years since we have had this fabulous event. Families brought chairs and blankets and enjoyed food by 
Belinda’s Familia, delicious treats from the 5th grade bake sale, lots of games, face painting, balloon animals, dancing to DJ Ron, 
and lighting up the night with glow sticks. Everyone enjoyed connecting with old friends, meeting new ones, and spending time 
with our wonderful LJES community. Many thanks to the event co-chairs, Mele Leaverton and Sara Carpenter, the PTO, and the 
many volunteers for their hard work kicking o�  the school year with this fun-fi lled evening!
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LA JOLLA OPEN AIRE MARKET

LA JOLLA ART & WINE FESTIVAL – THIS WEEKEND!

Fall at the La Jolla Open Aire Market is so much fun for the kids 
and families of our school!

Join us for the Harvest Festival on October 23rd.  A Mini-
Pumpkin Patch, Pumpkin Decorating Station, live music, 
balloon artist, face painting, games and prizes all await you!  Our 
families will get to enjoy an easy Sunday morning at the market 
with great food and lots of fun! 

Remember to visit our market every Sunday. Come fi nd unique 
gifts from our amazing local artists, clothing, jewelry, fl owers, 
farm fresh produce for your meals, or have a delicious brunch 
or lunch at our food court.

As always, proceeds from the market support and enrich the 
education of our children at LJES.

Everyone gets into the spirit of the La Jolla Art 
& Wine Festival!  The 14th annual LJAWF takes 
place Oct 8 & Oct 9 in the heart of the village 
of La Jolla from 10AM - 6PM. 

Check out amazing art from 170+ artisans, 
sample sips in the Wine & Beer Garden, hear 
live music, enjoy roving entertainment, shop at 
the two-day silent auction, adopt a furry friend 
and play in the Geppetto’s Family Art Center. 

All proceeds from this FREE family friendly 
event benefi t the fi ve local public schools. 
Since inception, the festival has donated more 
than $1 million to the public school students 
of La Jolla! 

Tickets are needed for entry to the Wine & 
Beer Garden. Grab them at LJAWF.SimpleTix.
com 

For more information, sign up for their 
newsletter at LJAWF.com.

COACH’S CORNER WITH COACH KELLY WISKUS

Welcome back! I hope you all had a wonderful summer fi lled with family, friends, and fun! It has 
been so great to see all of the familiar faces again this fall, and so lovely to meet all of our new sta� , 
students, and families as well. As I begin the year with refl ecting and planning, I realized that this 
is my 15th year as a Physical Education teacher at LJES! Time sure fl ies when you are having fun, 
and I feel so fortunate to be a part of such an amazing, supportive community of sta� , students, 
and families!  

In PE we have started the year focusing on our PE rules, and building community in our “classroom” 
through cooperative games, as well as learning and reviewing the recess games and practice 
with basic exercises and movements. It has been great to see our students working together and 
focusing on skills that will set them up for success throughout the school year. In addition to PE 
once a week, students have been actively engaged in recess games and our 5th grade students do 
a daily morning walk/run. 

Our o³  cial Run Club will begin soon thanks to our fabulous PTO’s sponsorship of the Student 
LapTracker Program. Due to construction, we are still not able to resume a school-wide morning 
program, however teachers will be able to work in run/walk times throughout the week.

Students demonstrating cooperation 
and long jump rope skills.

Students demonstrating cooperation and 
inclusivity in a hula hoop game.
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La Jolla Elementary is not your “ordinary” public school. 
It is an extraordinary school by any standard, public or private.

This is due in large part to the generosity of our parents, extended family, 
and community who contribute to the Friends Annual Giving Campaign.

We are 51% of the way toward our goal of $200,000! Please consider a donation in 
any amount that is appropriate for your family: https://donate.onecause.com/ljes 

THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING FAMILIES FOR THEIR SUPPORT OF LJES AND FRIENDS!

Jonathan and Mari Allison 
John and Kaitlin Barr 
Emily & Bryan Barry 
Amber Bontempi 
Anthony Bregante
Harper Burke’s Parents
The Calhoon Family 
Ulysses and Cheryl Carino 
Cavaiola Family 
Edwin Chen & Hope Carlson Chen  
Mazen & Andrea Chmaytelli 
Lon & Susan Christensen 
Sun Daly 
Michael dAmato 
Jeremy and Christal Duimstra 
Anne and Alan Dulgero�
Anne & Emmanuel Ferton
Mike and Ursula Fitzgerald
Celina and Dan Fuller
Giuseppe Di Caro and Jelena Todoric 
Amy & Jon Goin
Daniel and Allison Haders
Chet and Katy Hall 
Daniel Hilson 
Chris & Rebecca Jacob 
Tania And Etienne Ginsberg Jambou 
Justin Johnson & Nikki Bassier 
Derek and Anna Jones 
Kased Family
Amy Kiger 
The Kingston Family  

Please note that our recognition list reflects donors as of September 29, 2022.  We are grateful for all support!

Danielle A. Kuykendall 
The Lakisic Family 
Siobhan Leonard
Zenglin Liu
Catie & Michael Madani  
The Malk Family
Randy and Stephanie Martin
Matt & Melissa McNutt
Greg Mitchell  
Eran Mukamel 
Nasseri Family
Cynthia Nazarian & Stefan Vander Elst
Drew Nelson 
Jennifer Niethammer  
Ulka and Chris Pandya 
Matthew Pugh and Nicole Peck 
Alex Rojas and Virginia Price
Megan & James Roeske
Akiko Sakurai    
Ardalan Vahidi and Parimah Sedaghat     
Stephanie & Eddie Silverberg
Gregg and Kim Smith  
Christine Alvarado and Alex C. Snoeren   
Anita and Kris Tamirisa
Carolina Tiller 
Turner Family  
Elizabeth and David Van Clief  
Steph Walker 
David Weston
S. Jean Kim & Casimir Wierzynski
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR PEARL SPONSORS

Tidings is a publication of the La Jolla Elementary PTO and Friends of La Jolla Elementary Inc, 501(c)(3) not-for-profi t 
corporations. As such, content will be at the sole discretion of the PTO and Friends. 




